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ICSP-EB Meeting May 19th 2022 
 
 
Minute 1. Call to order 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9.00 a.m. UK time. 
 
Minute 2. Record of attendance 

 
The following members of the Executive Board participated: I.C. Sutcliffe (Chair), 
E.R.B. Moore (Vice-Chair), A. Oren (Executive Secretary), P. Nielsen (Treasurer), 
S.L.W. On (Secretary Subcommittees), R. Hahnke (Member-at-Large), Y. Shouche 
(Member-at-Large, from Minute 17), and D.R. Arahal (Chair JC). Apologies were 
received from R. Rosselló-Móra (Vice-Chair JC) and M. Göker (Secretary JC).  
 
Minute 3. Minutes of the 21th April 2022 meeting of the Executive Board 
 
The draft minutes of the 21th April 2022 meeting were approved with minor 
corrections suggested by R. Hahnke and M. Göker. A. Oren will distribute the 
minutes to the members of the ICSP, the Judicial Commission, and chairs of the 
Subcommittees on Taxonomy, and he will send a copy to E.R.B. Moore to be 
posted on the ICSP website. 
 
Minute 4. Matters arising/Action points from previous meetings  
 
- A. Oren has forwarded the minutes of the 31st March 2022 meeting to all 
members of the ICSP, the Judicial Commission and the chairs of the 
Subcommittees on Taxonomy. 
 
- E.R.B. Moore has posted a preprint of the obituary to R.G.E. Murray, written by 
S. Kovacs for the Canadian Journal of Microbiology, to be replaced later with the 
link to the published paper. 
 
- E.R.B. Moore has posted the redacted minutes of the 27th January, 24th 
February 2022, and 31st March 2022 Executive Board meetings on the ICSP 
website. 
 
- S.L.W. On did not yet contact E.R.B. Moore about the updating of the list of 
Subcommittees on Taxonomy on the ICSP website, stating which inactive 
subcommittees should be deleted from the list. Ongoing. 
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe has reminded the editor of Nature Microbiology that a decision on 
our response to the letter from P. Rahi is overdue. See Minute 5. 
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- A. Oren and the other members of the editorial board of the ICNP have prepared a draft 
Preface to the 2022 ICNP revision, and continued working on a manuscript with newly 
proposed emendations of the ICNP, to be published in the IJSEM. These documents will be 
finalized after June 30, when the results of the ICSP ballot for approval of the 2022 revision of 
the ICNP will become known. 
 
- E.R.B. Moore has not yet submitted an invoice for expenses made in 2021 for maintenance of 
the ICSP website to P. Nielsen for reimbursement. 
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe has sent to Y. Shouche material relevant to availability of type strains and 
regulations by the Indian government that was deleted when our reply to the letter by P. Rahi 
was revised for resubmission to Nature Microbiology. 
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe did not yet explore options for an online meeting of the ICSP members in the 
second half of this year. See Minute 9. Ongoing. 
 
- A. Oren, sent two reminders to those voting members of the ICSP who needed to return the 
ballot for ratification of Opinions 112-122 of the JC. The ballot was closed on 13th May, and 19 
members had voted. 
 
- A. Oren, has sent a reminder on 1st May to those voting members of the ICSP who had not yet 
returned the ballot for approval of the revision of the ICNP. Thus far six members have voted. 
 
Minute 5. Response to the Nature Microbiology paper by Praveen Rahi 
 
I.C. Sutcliffe reported that Sue Jones, the editor of Nature Microbiology, has not yet replied to 
his message of 10th May in which he requested that the journal allow the ICSP to respond to the 
errors in the commentary by Praveen Rahi. It was agreed that I.C. Sutcliffe should contact Sue 
Jones once more and give her one more week to confirm our right to respond to the article. If 
not, we will refer the matter to the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE).  
 
Minute 6. ICSP membership structure 
 
Following a query from I.C. Sutcliffe, the secretary of IUMS R. Samson replied that IUMS might 
consider the possibility of expanding the membership of the ICSP in order to improve its 
diversity and representativeness. IUMS thus appears to be happy for us to determine our best 
membership structure. This would require modification of the ICSP statutes, to be approved by 
the ICSP membership and to be endorsed by IUMS. 

Different options were discussed, including allowing larger societies that are members of 
IUMS and BAM more than one delegate based on their size; increased use of and an easier 
process for co-option while addressing concerns regarding entryism and cronyism; active 
recruitment of delegates from societies not yet represented in the ICSP; and the option of self-
nomination of candidates. 

I.C. Sutcliffe will prepare a position paper in the coming months to propose ways to expand 
the membership of the ICSP, pending emendation of our statutes and approval by IUMS. 
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Minute 7. Welcoming Martina Šeruga Musić as a full member of the ICSP 
 
The Croatian Microbiological Society has notified A. Oren that the nomination of Martina 
Šeruga Musić as a member of ICSP was approved by the general assembly of the society. We 
therefore welcome Dr. Musić as a full member of the ICSP. A. Oren has already sent her the 
ballot material to vote on the revision of the ICNP.  
 
Minute 8. Response to the mBio Opinion by Adyasha Panda et al.  
 
Like the Comment by Lloyd and Tahon published earlier this year in Nature Microbiology 
Reviews, an Opinion by Panda et al. on “Harmonizing prokaryotic nomenclature: fixing the fuss 
over phylum name flipping”, published recently in mBio (10.1128/mbio.00970-22) contains 
many problematic statements about prokaryotic nomenclature and the work of the ICSP. A. 
Oren has contacted Arturo Casadevall, editor-in-chief of mBio, who invited us to submit a Letter 
to the Editor to respond. A draft response has been circulated among the members of the 
Executive Board, and is almost ready to be submitted (authors: A. Oren, M. Göker, and I.C. 
Sutcliffe, on behalf of the Executive Board of the ICSP).  
 
Minute 9. Planning a plenary meeting of the ICSP 
 
I.C. Sutcliffe will further explore possibilities for an online meeting of the ICSP members in the 
second half of this year, or possibly two meetings to be held for different time zones. 
 
Minute 10. Invitation to send a delegate of the ICSP to the International Intracellular Bacteria 
meeting in Lausanne in August  
 
In March, I.C. Sutcliffe received an invitation from Gilbert Greub to send a delegate of the ICSP 
to the International Intracellular Bacteria meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland, 23-26th August 
2022. This would be a good opportunity to meet with the Chlamydia subcommittee members. 
However, none of the Executive Board members plans to be in Lausanne and the benefit for the 
ICSP is insufficient to justify the expenses of travel and accommodation. I.C. Sutcliffe will 
therefore thank Gilbert Greub for his kind offer for a delegate of the ICSP to participate and 
notify him that we regret that we will not accept his invitation.  
 
Minute 11. Update on Subcommittees 
 
S.L.W. On reported that he had already received lists of taxa considered to be in the remits of 
nine subcommittees, and two more subcommittees had promised to send such lists soon. He 
will send the lists received to M. Göker to be included in LPSN and to E.R.B. Moore to be posted 
on the LPSN website.  

S.L.W. On will contact E.R.B. Moore about the updating of the list of Subcommittees on 
Taxonomy on the ICSP website, notifying him which inactive subcommittees to delete. 

S.L.W. On proposed to organize an online meeting of the chairs and secretaries of all 
Subcommittees on Taxonomy to get to know each other and to exchange ideas on how to 
improve the working of the subcommittees. The members of the Executive Board unanimously 
supported this proposal. 

A. Oren reported that an online closed meeting of the ICSP Subcommittee on the 
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Taxonomy of Halobacteria had taken place on 12th May, and that the minutes of that meeting 
were already submitted for publication in the IJSEM.  
 
Minute 12. Report from the Judicial Commission 
 
The minutes of the JC meeting held on 3 March 2022 have been finalized and will soon be 
submitted for publication in the IJSEM. Opinions 112-122 were all ratified by the voting 
members of the ICSP. A manuscript containing these opinions was submitted for publication in 
the IJSEM. The remaining six Requests for an Opinion are now being dealt with by the JC. It was 
noted that no Requests for an Opinion have been made in over a year. 
 
Minute 13. Update from the Publications Committee 
 
I.C. Sutcliffe reported that G. Redvers-Mutton of the Microbiology Society has drafted a new 
publishing agreement. Following review by E.R.B. Moore, I.C. Sutcliffe and M.E. Trujillo, and a 
discussion by Zoom, a few adjustments and edits are to be made, and then the draft agreement 
will be ready to send to IUMS for approval. 
 
Minute 14. Update from the IJSEM 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
Minute 15. Update from the editor-in-chief of the ICNP 
 
Thus far, six members of the ICSP have completed the ballot to vote on the new revision of the 
ICNP. One voting member used the ‘long’ version of the ballot form. A. Oren will send 
reminders on 1st June and 15th June to those members who have not yet returned the ballot 
form. The editorial board of the ICNP has prepared a draft preface for the new revision, to be 
finalized after the outcome of the ballot is announced. A manuscript with newly proposed 
emendations of the ICNP, to be co-authored by all members of the editorial board of the ICNP 
and to be published in the IJSEM, has almost been finalized. Submission is scheduled for July-
August.  
 
Minute 16. Update from the treasurer 
 
P. Nielsen will deal with the invoice received for use of the GoToMeeting platform for another 
year. E.R.B. Moore has not yet submitted an invoice for expenses made in 2021 for 
maintenance of the ICSP website for reimbursement. 
 
Minute 17. Update from the working group on type strain accessibility 
 
Y. Shouche has prepared a document that summarizes the status of limitations on type strain 
accessibility in different countries. He will forward this document to E.R.B. Moore and to A. 
Oren. 
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Minute 18. Update from the working group on Education & Outreach  
 
E.R.B Moore reported that he has updated the information in the News section of the ICSP 
website, including links to the recent presentations by ICSP and JC members at the BISMiS Live 
monthly lecture series. 
 
Minute 19. Other business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
 
Date of next meeting: 23rd June 2022, 9 am UK time 
 
 
Adjourned at 10.45 
 
Minutes prepared by A. Oren – 20th May 2022 
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
Action points  
 
- A. Oren, to forward the redacted minutes of the 21st April 2022 meeting to all members of the 
ICSP, the Judicial Commission and the chairs of the Subcommittees on Taxonomy. 
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe, to contact Sue Jones, editor of Nature Microbiology, once more and give her one 
more week to confirm our right to respond to the article by Praveen Rahi. If not, we will refer 
the matter to COPE.  
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe, to prepare a position paper in the coming months to propose ways to expand the 
membership of the ICSP, pending emendation of our statutes and approval by IUMS. 
 
- A. Oren, to finalize and submit the manuscript to mBio to respond to the Opinion by Panda et 
al. 
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe, to explore options for an online meeting of the ICSP members in the second half 
of this year. 
 
- I.C. Sutcliffe, to thank Gilbert Greub for his kind offer for a delegate of the ICSP to participate 
and present a talk at the International Intracellular Bacteria meeting in Lausanne in August, and 
notify him that we cannot accept his invitation.  
 
- S.L.W. On, to send the lists of taxa received from the subcommittees on taxonomy to M. 
Göker to be included in LPSN and to E.R.B. Moore to be posted on the LPSN website.  
 
- S.L.W. On, to contact E.R.B. Moore about the updating of the list of Subcommittees on 
Taxonomy on the ICSP website, notifying him which inactive subcommittees to delete. 
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- S.L.W. On, to explore the possibility of organizing an online meeting of the chairs and 
secretaries of all subcommittees on taxonomy. 
 
- A. Oren, to send reminders on 1st June and 15th June to those ICSP members who have not yet 
returned the ballot form to vote on the revision of the ICNP.  
 
- E.R.B. Moore, to submit an invoice for expenses made in 2021 for maintenance of the ICSP 
website to P. Nielsen for reimbursement. 
 
- Y. Shouche, to forward the document he prepared on the status of type strain accessibility in 
different countries to E.R.B. Moore and to A. Oren. 
 


